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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON CHOICE
110th CONGRESS, 1st SESSION

The year 2007 witnessed two historic events
for the pro-choice movement. In January, pro-
choice leadership assumed control of Congress
for the first time since 1994. With a net pick-up
of 23 new pro-choice seats in the House and
three in the Senate, pro-choice lawmakers in
the 110th Congress have successfully halted
President Bush from advancing legislation to
dismantle reproductive freedom any further.
Moreover, by taking back control of the Senate,
pro-choice senators have a greater say in mod-
erating President Bush’s right-wing judicial
nominees, which will be vital should a vacancy
open up on the U.S. Supreme Court within the
next year. Now, holding the reins of Congress,
pro-choice lawmakers also have been able to
make significant headway into reversing some
of President Bush’s most egregious attacks on
reproductive freedom. However, despite our
2006 electoral gains, pro-choice lawmakers are
still outnumbered in the 110th Congress, which
consists of only 164 solidly pro-choice House
members (of 435), and only 35 fully pro-choice
senators (of 100).

Then, in April, women suffered a major
setback when the U.S. Supreme Court upheld
the Federal Abortion Ban by a narrow 5-4
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ruling. This decision represents a stark depar-
ture from prior rulings, and with it the Court
effectively eliminated one of Roe v. Wade’s core
tenets: that a woman’s health must always
be protected. Perhaps most ominously, Presi-
dent Bush’s appointees to the Court provided
the votes needed to erase this core protection
of Roe — likely signaling a seismic shift in the
Court’s future rulings on the choice issue. The
ramifications of the decision are not limited to
a single statute. In upholding a dangerous and
invasive federal law, the Roberts Court has
given the green light to anti-choice politicians
to enact even more new restrictions to test the
shrinking contours of the right to privacy.
NARAL Pro-Choice America’s 2007 Con-
gressional Record on Choice documents the key
reproductive-rights votes taken during the
first session of the 110th Congress. Despite
their new status in the minority, this year anti-
choice lawmakers continued their relentless
assault on choice on the following fronts:

e United Nations Population Fund: Anti-
choice senators — led by Sen. Sam Brown-
back (R-KS) — voted to allow President
Bush to block the U.S. contribution to the
United Nations Population Fund for the
sixth year in a row.

¢ Title X funding: Rep. Mike Pence (R-
IN) and other anti-choice representatives
tried to defund Planned Parenthood - the
nation’s largest network of reproductive-
health providers — by banning the orga-
nization from participating in the Title X
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family-planning program. Thankfully, the
effort failed.

Federal health grants: Sen. David Vitter
(R-LA) tried to cut off all federal health
funding for health centers that provide abor-
tion services. Congress rebuffed the attempt.

“Unborn child” regulation: Anti-choice
senators tried to block reauthorization of
the State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram by codifying the Bush administra-
tion’s controversial “unborn child” regula-
tion, which allows states to make an em-
bryo or fetus — but not a pregnant woman
— eligible for the health-care program. This
effort, too, failed.

More legislative assaults: Anti-choice
lawmakers continued to assail reproduc-
tive freedom in other contexts as well: they
filed 11 anti-choice amendments to a single
spending bill, a massive assault that paral-
lels only their attacks in 1995 after winning
control of Congress; they tried to entangle
unrelated legislation in anti-choice politics
by attacking medical abortion and raising
the issue of so-called “post-abortion syn-
drome”; and they even tried to pick fights
where they didn’t exist by offering anti-
choice amendments to legislation dealing
with issues such as cockfighting and meth-
amphetamine abuse.

Abortion bans: Finally, because Congress
is still dominated numerically by anti-
choice forces, anti-choice lawmakers sus-
tained bans on abortion access for women
who depend on the federal government for
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their health care — Medicaid and Medicare
clients, U.S. servicewomen and military de-
pendents, federal employees, residents of
the District of Columbia, Indian Health Ser-
vice clients, and women in federal prison.

Despite suffering what the president de-

scribed as a “thumpin’ in the 2006 elections,
and a public that is clearly rejecting divisive-

ness on this issue, the Bush administration still
refused to halt its own assault on reproductive
freedom:

Veto threat: This year President Bush — at
the behest of anti-choice activists — issued
a blanket veto threat, vowing to reject any
bill from Congress that includes a pro-
choice provision.

Honaker nomination: In March, President
Bush nominated controversial anti-choice
ideologue Richard Honaker to be a federal
district judge. Honaker is well-known to
NARAL Pro-Choice Wyoming for his long
history of working to end legal abortion:
while serving in the Wyoming legislature
he introduced a near-total ban on abortion
care, and after it failed, he worked tirelessly
to put the ban on the ballot as a statewide
initiative. Sadly, this is just Bush’s latest at-
tempt to stack the courts with anti-choice
judges.

Orr appointment: In October, President
Bush appointed anti-contraception activ-
ist Susan Orr as acting director of the fed-
eral office that oversees the nation’s fam-
ily-planning program. Formerly a senior
staffer at an anti-choice lobby group, Orr
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applauded the president’s proposal in 2001
to cancel birth-control insurance for federal
employees.

¢ Office of Women’s Health: In February,
media outlets reported that the Bush ad-
ministration intended to cut funding for
the Food and Drug Administration’s Office
of Women’s Health (OWH) by more than
25 percent. The OWH played a vital role
in approving the emergency contraceptive
Plan B® for over-the-counter sales to adults
in 2006, and many observers speculated
that the budget cut may have been a politi-
cal apology to the president’s anti-choice al-
lies who opposed the move. Amidst public
outcry and mounting congressional pres-
sure, the administration reversed course a
month later and fully funded the OWH.

* Roe “celebration”: In “honor” of the 34th
anniversary of Roe v. Wade, President Bush
proclaimed a “National Sanctity of Life
Day” — as he has done every year since
2001.

* Misguided funding priorities: The presi-
dent proposed yet another increase in tax-
payer funding for discredited “abstinence-
only” programs, while he gave no increase
to the Title X family-planning program
— which provides essential health-care ser-
vices to millions of American women and
men —and proposed drastic cuts to interna-
tional family-planning assistance.

Despite this onslaught of anti-choice activ-
ity, pro-choice and pro-family-planning law-
makers continue to pursue a positive agenda
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— and, under new pro-choice congressional
leadership, even secured some key victories
for reproductive rights:

Global gag rule: During consideration of
the annual foreign-aid bill, both the House
and Senate took action to reverse course
on the global gag rule, a Bush policy that
bars U.S. funds to any overseas health cen-
ter unless it agrees not to use its own, pri-
vate, non-U.S. funds for abortion services
or counseling — or even if it takes a public

pro-choice position. The House exempted
contraceptive supplies from the global gag
rule; the Senate voted to repeal the policy
entirely. Unfortunately, in the end a Bush
veto threat, backed up by a sufficient num-
ber of anti-choice lawmakers, blocked the
repeal effort.

Pro-choice oversight hearing: In October,
to highlight the dangerous effects of the
global gag rule, the House held its first
pro-choice hearing in more than 12 years.

Improvements to “abstinence-only” pro-
grams: For the first time in the program’s
history, the House passed legislation to
improve the Title V “abstinence-only” pro-
gram to guarantee that the curricula are
medically accurate and proven effective.
The bill also would have allowed states the
flexibility to use these dollars for programs
that work best for their teens, including
honest and realistic sex education. Unfor-
tunately, the Senate failed to take similar
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action so these improvements were not
presented to President Bush.

Medical accuracy: For the first time, both
the House and Senate health spending
bills took steps to ensure that other feder-
ally funded “abstinence-only” programs are
medically accurate.

Prevention agenda: Pro-choice lawmak-
ers continued to champion a host of leg-
islative measures to prevent unintended
pregnancy and reduce the need for abor-
tion, including the Prevention First Act,
the Responsible Education About Life Act,
the Compassionate Care for Servicewomen
Act, and the Access to Birth Control Act.

Freedom of Choice Act: As anti-choice ad-
vocates rallied around the Supreme Court’s
decision on the Federal Abortion Ban, pro-
choice lawmakers, led by Sen. Barbara Box-
er (D-CA) and Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY),
responded by reintroducing the Freedom of
Choice Act, a bill to codify a woman'’s right
to choose in federal law. To date, more than
120 lawmakers have signed on — the high-
est number in recent times.

Emergency contraception: Pro-family-
planning lawmakers introduced legisla-
tion to ensure that rape survivors are of-
fered emergency contraception in hospital
emergency rooms, ensure women in the
military have access to the medication on
bases overseas, and raise general aware-
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ness about this effective method to prevent
pregnancy after sex.

e Crisis pregnancy centers: Pro-choice Rep.
Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) introduced a bill
to protect women from anti-choice crisis
pregnancy centers that use false advertis-
ing to lure in women seeking medical care
or honest counseling only to bombard them
with anti-choice propaganda.

Looking ahead to next year, NARAL Pro-
Choice America remains committed to protect-
ing the pro-choice gains we made in the 2006
elections, and electing even more pro-choice
policymakers — including a pro-choice presi-
dent. Much is at stake in next year’s election.
With the new conservative composition of the
Supreme Court and anti-choice lawmakers still
wielding a numerical majority in Congress, the
next president could very well chart the future
of Roe v. Wade for the next generation. Defend-
ers of reproductive freedom stand at a criti-
cal crossroads between two futures: one road
leads to an end to legal abortion; the other to
choice as a fundamental American value. The
risk to our freedom is real. The choice is clear.
Unless we heed this call to protect a woman'’s
right to privacy, dignity, and choice, we will
fail our daughters, our granddaughters, and
our future.
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SENATE VOTES

“Unborn Child” Regulation. Children’s
Health Insurance Program Reauthorization
Act, HR.976. Allard (R-CO) amendment
to codify the Bush administration’s con-
troversial “unborn child” regulation that
allows states to make an embryo or fetus
- but not a pregnant woman - eligible for
health-care coverage. The amendment was
an effort to erode further the legal frame-
work for abortion rights by recognizing an
embryo, from the moment of conception, as
a separate beneficiary of government pro-
grams. Rejected 49 — 50; a pro-choice vote
(+) was against the amendment (8/2/07).

United Nations Population Fund (UN-
FPA). FY'08 Department of State, Foreign
Operations, and Related Programs Appro-
priations Act, H.R.2764. Brownback (R-KS)
amendment to strike language in the bill
that would help ensure that the president
cannot unilaterally cancel the U.S. contribu-
tion to UNFPA. For each of the last six years,
President Bush has cancelled the appropria-
tion for this important reproductive-health
program. Passed 48 — 45; a pro-choice vote
(+) was against the amendment (9/6/07).

2007 Congressional Record on Choice



3. Global Gag Rule - Full Repeal. FY'08
Department of State, Foreign Operations,
and Related Programs Appropriations Act,
H.R.2764. Boxer (D-CA) and Snowe (R-ME)
amendment to repeal the global gag rule,
which denies U.S. assistance to any over-
seas health clinic that uses its own private
funds to provide or counsel about abortion
care, or take a pro-choice position. Passed
53 — 41; a pro-choice vote (+) was in sup-
port of the amendment (9/6/07).

4. Global Gag Rule - Partial Repeal. FY'08
Department of State, Foreign Operations,
and Related Programs Appropriations
Act, H.R.2764. Brownback (R-KS) amend-
ment to strike a provision from the bill that
would allow overseas health centers other-
wise ineligible for USAID funding under
the global gag rule to receive U.S.-donated
condoms and contraceptives. The global
gag rule denies U.S. assistance to any over-
seas clinic that uses its own private funds
to provide or counsel about abortion care,
or take a pro-choice position. Rejected 40
— 54; a pro-choice vote (+) was against the
amendment (9/6/07).

5. Federal Health Grants. FY’08 Labor, Health
and Human Services, and Education Ap-
propriations Act, H.R.3043. Vitter (R-LA)
amendment to defund family-planning
clinics nationwide. The amendment would
have denied all federal health grants to any
health center that provides abortion care
with other funds. Rejected 41 - 52; a pro-
choice vote (+) was against the amendment
(10/18/07).
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HOUSE VOTES

1. Global Gag Rule - Partial Repeal. FY’08
Department of State, Foreign Operations,
and Related Programs Appropriations Act,
H.R.2764. Smith (R-NJ) and Stupak (D-MI)
amendment to strike a provision from the
bill that would allow overseas health cen-
ters otherwise ineligible for USAID fund-
ing under the global gag rule to receive
U.S.-donated condoms and contraceptives.
The global gag rule denies U.S. assistance
to any overseas clinic that uses its own
private funds to provide or counsel about
abortion care, or take a pro-choice position.
Rejected 205 — 218; a pro-choice vote (+)
was against the amendment (6/21/07).

2. Family-Planning Services. FY'08 Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Educa-
tion Appropriations Act, H.R.3043. Pence
(R-IN) amendment to disqualify Planned
Parenthood from participating in the Title X
family-planning program. Doing so would
disrupt family-planning services to low-in-
come women and men across the country.
Rejected 189 - 231; a pro-choice vote (+)
was against the amendment (7/19/07).
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1 Ed Whitfield A - 0
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4 Geoff Davis - - 0
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MICHIGAN
1 BART STUPAK -+ 50
2 Pete Hoekstra - - 0
3 Vernon Ehlers - - 0
4  Dave Camp - - 0
5 DALE KILDEE -+ 50
6  Fred Upton -+ 50
7 Tim Walberg - - 0
8  Mike Rogers - - 0
9  Joe Knollenberg = = 0
10 Candice Miller - - 0
11 Thaddeus McCotter - - 0
12 SANDER LEVIN + 4+ 100
13 CAROLYN CHEEKS KILPATRICK + + 100
14 JOHN CONYERS JR. + o+ 100
15 JOHN DINGELL + o+ 100
MINNESOTA
1 TIM WALZ + o+ 100
2 John Kline - - 0
3 Jim Ramstad + o+ 100
4 BETTY McCOLLUM + o+ 100
5 KEITH ELLISON + o+ 100
6  Michele Bachmann - - 0
7  COLLIN PETERSON - - 0
8 JAMES OBERSTAR -+ 50
MISSISSIPPI
1 Roger Wicker - - 0
2 BENNIE THOMPSON + o+ 100
3  Chip Pickering A - 0
4 GENE TAYLOR - - 0
MISSOURI
1 WM. LACY CLAY + o+ 100
2 Todd Akin - - 0
3 RUSS CARNAHAN + o+ 100
1 2 %
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4 IKE SKELTON - - 0
5 EMANUEL CLEAVER II + o+ 100
6  Sam Graves = = 0
7 Roy Blunt - - 0
8 Jo Ann Emerson - - 0
9  Kenny Hulshof - - 0
MONTANA
AL Dennis Rehberg - - 0
NEBRASKA
1 Jeff Fortenberry - - 0
2 Lee Terry - - 0
3 Adrian Smith - - 0
NEVADA
1 SHELLEY BERKLEY + o+ 100
2 Dean Heller - - 0
3 Jon Porter - - 0
NEW HAMPSHIRE
1 CAROL SHEA-PORTER + 4+ 100
2 PAUL HODES + o+ 100
NEW JERSEY
1 ROBERT ANDREWS R 100
2 Frank LoBiondo - - 0
3  Jim Saxton - - 0
4  Christopher Smith - - 0
5 Scott Garrett - - 0
6 FRANK PALLONE JR. + o+ 100
7 Mike Ferguson = = 0
8 WILLIAM PASCRELL JR. + o+ 100
9 STEVE ROTHMAN + + 100
10 DONALD PAYNE + o+ 100
11 Rodney Frelinghuysen + o+ 100
12 RUSH HOLT + o+ 100
13 ALBIO SIRES + o+ 100
1 2 %
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NEW MEXICO
1 Heather Wilson -+ 50
2 Steve Pearce - - 0
3 TOM UDALL + o+ 100
NEW YORK
1 TIMOTHY BISHOP + o+ 100
2 STEVEISRAEL + o+ 100
3 Peter King = = 0
4 CAROLYN McCARTHY + o+ 100
5 GARY ACKERMAN + o+ 100
6 GREGORY MEEKS + o+ 100
7 JOSEPH CROWLEY + o+ 100
8 JERROLD NADLER + o+ 100
9 ANTHONY WEINER A+ 100
10 EDOLPHUS TOWNS + o+ 100
11 YVETTE CLARKE + o+ 100
12 NYDIA VELAZQUEZ + o+ 100
13 Vito Fossella Jr. - - 0
14 CAROLYN MALONEY + o+ 100
15 CHARLES RANGEL +  + 100
16 JOSE SERRANO + o+ 100
17 ELIOT ENGEL + o+ 100
18 NITA LOWEY + o+ 100
19 JOHN HALL + o+ 100
20 KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND + o+ 100
21 MICHAEL McNULTY + o+ 100
22 MAURICE HINCHEY + o+ 100
23 John McHugh = = 0
24 MICHAEL ARCURI + o+ 100
25 James Walsh - - 0
26 Thomas Reynolds -+ 50
27 BRIAN HIGGINS +  + 100
28 LOUISE SLAUGHTER + o+ 100
29 Randy Kuhl - - 0
NORTH CAROLINA
1 G.K. BUTTERFIELD + o+ 100
2 BOBETHERIDGE + o+ 100
1 2 %
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3  Walter Jones - - 0
4 DAVID PRICE + o+ 100
5  Virginia Foxx - - 0
6 Howard Coble - - 0
7  MIKE McINTYRE - - 0
8 Robin Hayes - - 0
9  Sue Myrick - - 0
10 Patrick McHenry - - 0
11 HEATH SHULER - - 0
12 MELVIN WATT + o+ 100
13 BRAD MILLER + o+ 100
NORTH DAKOTA
AL EARL POMEROY +  + 100
OHIO
1 Steve Chabot - - 0
2 Jean Schmidt - - 0
3  Michael Turner - - 0
4 Jim Jordan - - 0
5 Paul Gillmor - - 0
6 CHARLIE WILSON - - 0
7 David Hobson -+ 50
8 John Boehner - - 0
9 MARCY KAPTUR -+ 50
10 DENNIS KUCINICH + o+ 100
11 STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES + o+ 100
12 Patrick Tiberi - - 0
13 BETTY SUTTON + o+ 100
14 Steven LaTourette - - 0
15 Deborah Pryce + o+ 100
16 Ralph Regula - - 0
17 TIM RYAN + o+ 100
18 ZACK SPACE + o+ 100
OKLAHOMA
1 John Sullivan A - 0
2 DAN BOREN - - 0
3  Frank Lucas - - 0
1 2 %
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4 Tom Cole - - 0
5 Mary Fallin - - 0
OREGON
1 DAVID WU + o+ 100
2 Greg Walden + o+ 100
3 EARL BLUMENAUER + o+ 100
4 PETER DeFAZIO + o+ 100
5 DARLENE HOOLEY + 4+ 100
PENNSYLVANIA
1 ROBERT BRADY + o+ 100
2 CHAKAFATTAH + o+ 100
3  Phil English = = 0
4 JASON ALTMIRE -+ 50
5 John Peterson - - 0
6 Jim Gerlach -+ 50
7 JOE SESTAK + o+ 100
8 PATRICK MURPHY + o+ 100
9  Bill Shuster - A 0
10 CHRISTOPHER CARNEY + o+ 100
11 PAUL KANJORSKI -+ 50
12 JOHN MURTHA -+ 50
13 ALLYSON SCHWARTZ + o+ 100
14 MIKE DOYLE + o+ 100
15 Charlie Dent +  + 100
16 Joseph Pitts - - 0
17 TIM HOLDEN -+ 50
18 Tim Murphy - - 0
19 Todd Platts - - 0
RHODE ISLAND
1 PATRICK KENNEDY + o+ 100
2 JAMES LANGEVIN + o+ 100
SOUTH CAROLINA
1 Henry Brown Jr. - - 0
2 Joe Wilson - - 0
3 J. Gresham Barrett - - 0
4  Bob Inglis - - 0
1 2 %
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5 JOHN SPRATTJR.
6 JAMES CLYBURN

SOUTH DAKOTA
AL STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN

TENNESSEE

David Davis

John Duncan Jr.
Zach Wamp
LINCOLN DAVIS
JIM COOPER
BART GORDON
Marsha Blackburn
JOHN TANNER
STEVE COHEN

TEXAS

Louie Gohmert

Ted Poe

Sam Johnson

Ralph Hall

Jeb Hensarling

Joe Barton

John Culberson
Kevin Brady

9 AL GREEN

10 Michael McCaul

11 K. Mike Conaway
12 Kay Granger

13 Mac Thornberry

14 Ron Paul

15 RUBEN HINOJOSA
16 SILVESTRE REYES
17 CHET EDWARDS
18 SHEILA JACKSON LEE
19 Randy Neugebauer
20 CHARLES GONZALEZ
21 Lamar Smith

O 0 N O Ul WIN -

OO Ul W -

+

+

100
100

(=N ellel ool N o)

100

100
100
100
100

100
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22 NICK LAMPSON + o+ 100
23 CIRO RODRIGUEZ + o+ 100
24 Kenny Marchant - - 0
25 LLOYD DOGGETT + o+ 100
26 Michael Burgess = = 0
27 SOLOMON ORTIZ A - 0
28 HENRY CUELLAR + o+ 100
29 GENE GREEN + o+ 100
30 EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON + o+ 100
31 John Carter - - 0
32 Pete Sessions - - 0
UTAH
1 Rob Bishop - - 0
2 JIM MATHESON + o+ 100
3  Chris Cannon - - 0
VERMONT
AL PETER WELCH + o+ 100
VIRGINIA
1 Jo Ann Davis A A 0
2 Thelma Drake - - 0
3 ROBERT SCOTT + o+ 100
4  ]. Randy Forbes - - 0
5 Virgil Goode Jr. - - 0
6  Bob Goodlatte - - 0
7 Eric Cantor - E 0
8 JIM MORAN + o+ 100
9 RICK BOUCHER + o+ 100
10 Frank Wolf - - 0
11 Tom Davis + + 100
WASHINGTON
1 JAY INSLEE + o+ 100
2  RICK LARSEN + o+ 100
3 BRIAN BAIRD + o+ 100
4 Doc Hastings - - 0
5 Cathy McMorris Rodgers = = 0
6 NORM DICKS + o+ 100
1 2 %
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7  JIM McDERMOTT
8 Dave Reichert
9 ADAM SMITH

WEST VIRGINIA
1 ALAN MOLLOHAN
2 Shelley Moore Capito
3 NICK RAHALLII

WISCONSIN

Paul Ryan

TAMMY BALDWIN
RON KIND

GWEN MOORE

Thomas Petri
DAVID OBEY
STEVE KAGEN

WYOMING
AL Barbara Cubin

PN U= W=

F. James Sensenbrenner Jr.

100

100

50

100
100
100

100
100
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LEGEND

DEMOCRATS — All capitals
Republicans — Initial capitals
Independents — Italics

Numbers beside House members’
names denote congressional districts;
AL denotes at-large.

+

pro-choice vote

anti-choice vote

present

absent*

ineligible

Speaker may exercise discretion
not to vote

n/a voting score not applicable

(D"‘}’U'

* Total score may reflect past vote or
confirmed position on issue.




