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NARAL Pro-Choice America
believes every woman has the right
to make personal decisions
regarding the full range of
reproductive choices, including
preventing unintended pregnancy,
bearing healthy children, and

choosing legal abortion.
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Pro-Choice America

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON CHOICE
109th CONGRESS, 2nd SESSION

The year 2006 witnessed two major mile-
stones in the history of the pro-choice move-
ment. First, in February, anti-choice South
Dakota legislators imposed the nation’s first
state ban on abortion care since 1991. The ban
would have outlawed abortion care in almost
all circumstances — even in cases of rape,
incest, or when a woman’s health is at risk.
Authors of this ban freely admitted their
intention to prompt a legal challenge to Roe .
Wade, taking special note of the recent anti-
choice additions to the Supreme Court: Chief
Justice John Roberts and Associate Justice
Samuel Alito. Reproductive-rights advocates,
including NARAL Pro-Choice America,
launched a successful grassroots campaign
against the ban, garnering more than 38,000
signatures to put the unconstitutional law
before voters on the November ballot. In a
resounding victory for the values of freedom
and privacy, South Dakotans voted to repeal
the extreme ban.

Second, roused by the South Dakota abor-
tion ban and other divisive attacks on privacy
and choice at the state and federal levels, pro-
choice voters turned out in droves in Novem-
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ber’s mid-term elections. As a result, pro-
choice lawmakers took back control of Con-
gress for the first time since 1994, picking up
23 net pro-choice seats in the House and three
net pro-choice seats in the Senate. Although
anti-choice lawmakers still retain numerical
majorities in both chambers of Congress, these
pro-choice pick-ups will prove crucial in stop-
ping President Bush and his relentless anti-
choice base from advancing bills to further
dismantle reproductive freedom. Moreover,
by taking back control of the Senate, pro-
choice senators now have a greater say in
moderating President Bush’s conservative
judicial nominees, which will be especially
vital should another vacancy open up on the
U.S. Supreme Court in the next two years.

The 109th Congress consisted of only 142
solidly pro-choice House members out of 435,
with fully pro-choice senators numbering
only 32 of 100. The impact of these propor-
tions is amply evident in the legislative record:
since anti-choice forces gained control of both
the House and Senate in 1995, Congress has
voted 185 times on reproductive-rights and
family-planning issues. Pro-choice Americans
lost all but 41 of these votes.

NARAL Pro-Choice America’s 2006 Con-
gressional Record on Choice documents the key
reproductive-rights votes taken during the
second session of the 109th Congress. During
the course of the year, anti-choice lawmakers
took the following actions to restrict women’s
reproductive freedom:
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® Justice Samuel Alito: In January, after a
failed filibuster attempt, the Senate con-
firmed President Bush’s anti-choice nomi-
nee Samuel Alito to the Supreme Court by
a vote of 58-42. Alito has said that “the
Constitution does not protect a right to an
abortion,” and, as a lawyer in the Reagan
administration, he was an architect of the
legal strategy to undermine and eventual-
ly attempt to overturn Roe v. Wade.

e Parental-involvement mandates: Anti-
choice lawmakers advanced legislation to
make it more difficult and dangerous for
young women to access abortion care.
First, the Senate passed the Child Custody
Protection Act (CCPA) — a bill that makes
criminals of caring and trusted adults who
accompany young women across state
lines for abortion care. Apparently not sat-
isfied with the scope of this legislation, two
months later anti-choice House lawmakers
passed the Child Interstate Abortion Noti-
fication Act (CIANA). In addition to
CCPA’s provisions, CIANA also imposes
parental-notice mandates on many young
women - even if their home states have
decided not to pass such laws. While we
all want teens in trouble to talk with their
parents, sometimes this just isn’t possible.
Fortunately, pro-choice senators blocked
repeated attempts to send the bills to con-
ference, as well as a last-ditch effort by
anti-choice senators to bypass regular leg-
islative procedure and send CIANA
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straight to President Bush on the very last
day of the Senate’s session.

Anti-choice congressional hearing: Per-
haps feeling emboldened by the new com-
position of the Supreme Court, anti-choice
House lawmakers demonstrated interest
in renewing frontal attacks on legal abor-
tion and held a hearing on the “scope and
myths” of Roe v. Wade.

Attacks on mifepristone: Anti-choice law-
makers continued their campaign against
the safe and effective early-abortion pill —
known as mifepristone, or RU 486. In
addition to advancing two bills to restrict
access to the medication, anti-choice law-
makers held a hearing to misinform the
public about the drug’s safety record.

Abortion bans: Finally, an anti-choice-
dominated Congress continued bans on
abortion access for women who depend on
the federal government for their health
care: Medicaid and Medicare clients, U.S.
servicewomen and military dependents,
federal employees, residents of the District
of Columbia, and women in federal prison.

Meanwhile, the Bush administration con-

tinued to lead its own assault on reproductive
freedom:

Federal Abortion Ban: In November, at the
request of the Bush Justice Department, the
Supreme Court heard arguments on the
Federal Abortion Ban, which six lower fed-
eral courts have already declared unconsti-
tutional. Signed into law by President
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Bush in 2003, the Federal Abortion Ban
outlaws safe and medically appropriate
abortion care as early as 12 weeks of preg-
nancy. In 2000, the Supreme Court ruled
5-4 that a similar state law was unconstitu-
tional, with former Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor casting the critical fifth pro-
choice vote. Many fear that now, given the
new faces on the bench, the Court could
reverse its 2000 ruling, uphold the federal
law, and usher in a new wave of bans on
legal abortion.

Eric Keroack appointment: Also in
November, just weeks after pledging to
work in a bipartisan manner with the
newly elected Democratic Congress, Presi-
dent Bush appointed anti-birth-control,
“abstinence-only” advocate Eric Keroack
to be the chief of our nation’s family-plan-
ning program. Formerly associated with
an organization that considers birth con-
trol “demeaning to women,” Keroack is
not fit to serve in this position so important
to preserving women’s reproductive
health.

Anti-choice funding priorities: The presi-
dent proposed yet another increase in tax-
payer funding for unproven and
dangerous “abstinence-only” programs,
while giving no increase to the Title X fam-
ily-planning program (which provides
essential health-care services to millions of
American women) and drastically cutting
international family-planning assistance.
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Despite the onslaught of anti-choice activi-

ty, pro-choice and pro-family-planning law-
makers continued to put forth a positive,
pro-choice agenda — and even secured a key
victory to help women prevent unintended
pregnancy:

Emergency contraception: After more
than three years of delay, the Food and
Drug Administration finally succumbed to
the overwhelming scientific evidence and
approved over-the-counter sales of emer-
gency contraception for adults. While the
decision is a big step forward for women’s
health, public-health experts agree that the
age restriction is unnecessary — and so
unfortunately, the decision will do little to
stem the teen-pregnancy epidemic in
America.

Teen-pregnancy prevention: When the
Senate debated legislation to restrict access
to abortion care for young women, pro-
choice Sens. Frank Lautenberg and Robert
Menendez (both D-NJ) offered an amend-
ment to prevent teen pregnancy. Unfortu-
nately, the Senate rejected their
commonsense proposal narrowly, 51-48,
showing yet again that anti-choice law-
makers who do all they can to make abor-
tion more difficult and dangerous also
refuse to take steps that would make it less
necessary.

Freedom of Choice Act: As anti-choice
advocates rallied around South Dakota’s
extreme abortion ban, pro-choice lawmak-
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ers, led by Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and
Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY), introduced
the Freedom of Choice Act, a bill to codify
a woman’s right to choose in federal law.

® Medical accuracy: Pro-choice Reps. Luis
Gutierrez (D-IL) and Jim Moran (D-VA)
joined Sen. Lautenberg in introducing leg-
islation to ensure that federally funded
“abstinence-only” programs — as well as
any traditional sex-education programs
that may receive federal assistance in the
future — must be medically accurate.

e Crisis pregnancy centers: Pro-choice Rep.
Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) introduced a bill
to protect women from anti-choice crisis
pregnancy centers that use false advertis-
ing to lure women seeking medical care or
honest counseling into their fake clinics.

In sum, 2006 brought with it battles for
reproductive freedom and privacy in all
branches of government, as well as a political
resurgence of pro-choice voters in South
Dakota and nationwide. Looking forward to a
brighter future in the 110th Congress, NARAL
Pro-Choice America will continue to defend a
woman’s right to choose and advocate for
commonsense policies that promote reproduc-
tive health, prevent unintended pregnancy,
and reduce the need for abortion.
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SENATE VOTES

1. Alito Nomination. Motion to invoke clo-
ture (end debate) on the nomination of
anti-choice Samuel Alito to the post of
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court.
Three-fifths of the Senate (60 votes) is
required to invoke cloture. Cloture motion
passed 72-25; a pro-choice vote (+) was
against cloture (1/30/06).

2. Alito Confirmation. Vote to confirm anti-
choice nominee Samuel Alito to the post of
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court.
Confirmed 58-42; a pro-choice vote (+) was
against confirmation (1/31/06).

3. Teen-Pregnancy Prevention. Child Cus-
tody Protection Act, 5.403. Lautenberg and
Menendez (both D-NJ) amendment to fund
teen-pregnancy-prevention programs and
ensure that federally funded “abstinence-
only” curricula are medically accurate.
Rejected 48-51; a pro-choice vote (+) was in
support of the amendment (7/25/06).
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4. Child Custody Protection Act, S.403. Final

passage of Ensign (R-NV) bill to make it a
federal crime for anyone other than a par-
ent — including a grandparent, adult sib-
ling, or religious counselor — to accompany
a young woman across state lines for abor-
tion care if the home state parental-involve-
ment mandate has not been met. Passed
65-34; a pro-choice vote (+) was against the
bill (7/25/06).

. Child Interstate Abortion Notification

Act, S.403. Motion to invoke cloture (end
debate) on House-passed version of 5.403,
the Child Interstate Abortion Notification
Act. In addition to the provisions of the
Child Custody Protection Act, this bill
imposes a new, impossibly complex,
national patchwork of parental-notice man-
dates on doctors and young women — even
in states that have decided not to pass such
laws. Three-fifths of the Senate (60 votes) is
required to invoke cloture. Cloture motion
rejected 57-42; a pro-choice vote (+) was
against cloture (9/29/06).
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HOUSE VOTES

1. Women in the Military. FY’07 National

Defense Authorization Act, H.R.5122.
Davis (D-CA) amendment to repeal current
law prohibiting military personnel and
their dependents from obtaining privately
funded abortion services at overseas mili-
tary hospitals. Rejected 191-237; a pro-
choice vote (+) was in support of the
amendment (5/10/06).

. Child Interstate Abortion Notification

Act, S.403. Final passage. Vote on bill to
impose a new, impossibly complex, nation-
al patchwork of parental-notice mandates
on doctors and young women — even in
states that have decided not to pass such
laws. The bill also makes it a federal crime
for anyone other than a parent — including
a grandparent, adult sibling, or religious
counselor — to accompany a young woman
across state lines for abortion care if her
home state parental-involvement mandate
has not been met. (Note: prior to this vote,
through a manager’s amendment, Rep.
Sensenbrenner (R-WI) removed the bill’s
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original text and replaced it with a slightly
modified version of the Ros-Lehtinen (R-
FL) bill, H.R.748.) Passed 264-153; a pro-
choice vote (+) was against final passage
(9/26/06).
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7  Roy Blunt - - 0
8 Jo Ann Emerson - - 0
9 Kenny C. Hulshof - - 0
MONTANA
AL Dennis Rehberg - - 0
NEBRASKA
1 Jeff Fortenberry - - 0
2 Lee Terry - - 0
3 Tom Osborne - - 0
NEVADA
1 SHELLEY BERKLEY + + 100
2 Jim Gibbons 0
3 Jon C. Porter - - 0
NEW HAMPSHIRE
1 Jeb Bradley + - 3
2 Charles E. Bass + + 100
NEW JERSEY
1 ROBERT E. ANDREWS + + 100
2 Frank A. LoBiondo - 0
3  Jim Saxton - 0
4  Christopher H. Smith - - 0
5  Scott Garrett - - 0
6 FRANK PALLONE JR. + + 100
7 Mike Ferguson = = 0
8 BILL PASCRELL JR. + + 100
9 STEVEN R. ROTHMAN + + 100
10 DONALD M. PAYNE + + 100
11 Rodney P. Frelinghuysen + - 3%
12 RUSH D. HOLT + + 100
13 Vacant Seat n/a
NEW MEXICO
1 Heather Wilson - - 0
2 Stevan Pearce - 0
3 TOM UDALL + + 100
1 2 %
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NEW YORK

TIMOTHY H. BISHOP
STEVE ISRAEL

Peter T. King

CAROLYN McCARTHY
GARY L. ACKERMAN
GREGORY W. MEEKS
JOSEPH CROWLEY
JERROLD NADLER
ANTHONY D. WEINER
10 EDOLPHUS TOWNS

11 MAJOR R. OWENS

12 NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ
13 Vito Fossella

14 CAROLYN B. MALONEY
15 CHARLES B. RANGEL
16 JOSE E. SERRANO

17 ELIOT L. ENGEL

18 NITA M. LOWEY

19 Sue W. Kelly

20 John E. Sweeney

21 MICHAEL R. McNULTY
22 MAURICE D. HINCHEY
23 John M. McHugh

24 Sherwood Boehlert

25 James T. Walsh

26 Thomas M. Reynolds

27 BRIAN M. HIGGINS

28 LOUISE M. SLAUGHTER
29 John R. Kuhl Jr.
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100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
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NORTH CAROLINA
G.K. BUTTERFIELD
BOB ETHERIDGE
Walter B. Jones
DAVID E. PRICE
Virginia Foxx
Howard Coble - -
MIKE McINTYRE - -
Robin Hayes - -

(]
35

+ 100

RN U= WD =
(R S B |

1

(=Rl <
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9  Sue Wilkins Myrick - -
10 Patrick McHenry - -
11 Charles H. Taylor - -
12 MELVIN L. WATT + + 100
13 BRAD MILLER + + 100

o o

<

NORTH DAKOTA
AL EARL POMEROY =

N
N

OHIO

Steve Chabot - -
Jean Schmidt - -
Michael R. Turner - -
Michael G. Oxley - -
Paul E. Gillmor - -
TED STRICKLAND A
David L. Hobson - -
John A. Boehner

MARCY KAPTUR

10 DENNIS J. KUCINICH

11 STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES
12 Patrick J. Tiberi

13 SHERROD BROWN

14 Steven C. LaTourette -
15 Deborah Pryce
16 Ralph Regula
17 TIM RYAN - -
18 Robert W. Ney - A

+
9
S o Voo o oo

O 0N O U1 = W -

—
=3
=]

+

+ 100
+ 100
A

+ 0+ o+

100

v+
"
e
cocooWwmo

OKLAHOMA
1  John Sullivan - -
DAN BOREN - -
Frank D. Lucas o o
Tom Cole - -
Ernest J. Istook Jr. - A

oS oo oo

DAVID WU + + 100
Greg Walden + -3

2
3
4
5
OREGON
1
2
3 EARL BLUMENAUER + + 100

1 2 %
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4 PETER A. DeFAZIO + + 100
5 DARLENE HOOLEY + + 100
PENNSYLVANIA
1 ROBERT A. BRADY + + 100
2 CHAKA FATTAH + + 100
3  Phil English - - 0
4  Melissa A. Hart - - 0
5 John E. Peterson - - 0
6  Jim Gerlach - - 0
7  Curt Weldon - - 0
8  Michael G. Fitzpatrick - - 0
9  Bill Shuster - - 0
10 Don Sherwood - - 0
11 PAUL E. KANJORSKI - - 0
12 JOHN P. MURTHA - - 0
13 ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ + + 100
14 MICHAEL F. DOYLE - - 0
15 Charles W. Dent 4= 35
16 Joseph R. Pitts - - 0
17 TIM HOLDEN - - 0
18 Tim Murphy - - 0
19 Todd Russell Platts - - 0
RHODE ISLAND
1 PATRICK J. KENNEDY A+ 100
2 JAMES R. LANGEVIN - - 0
SOUTH CAROLINA
1 Henry E. Brown Jr. - - 0
2 Joe Wilson - - 0
3 J. Gresham Barrett - - 0
4  Bob Inglis - - 0
5 JOHN M. SPRATT JR. + 35
6

JAMES E. CLYBURN

SOUTH DAKOTA
AL STEPHANIE HERSETH

100
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TENNESSEE
1 William L. Jenkins - - 0
2 John]. Duncan Jr. - - 0
3 Zach Wamp = = 0
4 LINCOLN DAVIS - - 0
5 JIM COOPER - 35
6 BART GORDON + - 35
7 Marsha Blackburn - - 0
8 JOHN S. TANNER + - 35
9 HAROLD E. FORD JR. + A 35
TEXAS
1 Louie Gohmert = = 0
2 Ted Poe - - 0
3 Sam Johnson - - 0
4 Ralph M. Hall - - 0
5 Jeb Hensarling - - 0
6  Joe Barton - - 0
7 John Abney Culberson = = 0
8 Kevin Brady - - 0
9 AL GREEN + + 100
10 Michael T. McCaul - - 0
11 Mike Conaway = = 0
12 Kay Granger - - 0
13 Mac Thornberry - - 0
14 Ron Paul -+ 65
15 RUBEN E. HINOJOSA + - 35
16 SILVESTRE REYES + - 35
17 CHET EDWARDS i - 35
18 SHEILA JACKSON LEE + + 100
19 Randy Neugebauer = = 0
20 CHARLES A. GONZALEZ + + 100
21 Lamar S. Smith = = 0
22 Tom DeLay -1 0
23 Henry Bonilla - - 0
24 Kenny Marchant - - 0
25 LLOYD DOGGETT + + 100
26 Michael C. Burgess - - 0
27 SOLOMON P. ORTIZ - - 0
1 2 %
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28 HENRY CUELLAR - - 0
29 GENE GREEN + + 100
30 EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON + + 100
31 John R. Carter - - 0
32 Pete Sessions - - 0
UTAH
1  Rob Bishop = = 0
2 JIM MATHESON + - 35
3  Chris Cannon - - 0
VERMONT
AL Bernard Sanders + + 100
VIRGINIA
1 Jo Ann Davis = = 0
2 Thelma Drake - - 0
3 ROBERT C. SCOTT + + 100
4 J. Randy Forbes - - 0
5 Virgil H. Goode Jr. - 0
6  Bob Goodlatte - - 0
7  Eric Cantor - - 0
8 JAMES P. MORAN + + 100
9 RICK BOUCHER + + 100
10 Frank R. Wolf - - 0
11 Tom Davis = = 0
WASHINGTON
1 JAY INSLEE + + 100
2 RICK LARSEN + + 100
3 BRIAN BAIRD + + 100
4 Doc Hastings - - 0
5 Cathy McMorris Rodgers = = 0
6 NORMAN D. DICKS + + 100
7  JIM McDERMOTT + + 100
8 Dave Reichert - - 0
9 ADAM SMITH A+ 100
WEST VIRGINIA

1

ALAN B. MOLLOHAN
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2 Shelley Moore Capito - 35
3 NICK]J.RAHALL I - - 0
WISCONSIN
1 Paul Ryan - - 0
2  TAMMY BALDWIN + + 100
3 RON KIND + + 100
4 GWEN S. MOORE + + 100
5 F James Sensenbrenner ]Jr. - - 0
6  Thomas E. Petri - - 0
7 DAVID R. OBEY = 35
8 Mark Green - A 0
WYOMING
AL Barbara Cubin - - 0
1 2 %
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LEGEND

DEMOCRATS — All capitals
Republicans — Initial capitals

Independents — Italics

Numbers beside House members’
names denote congressional districts;
AL denotes at-large.

+  denotes pro-choice vote

- denotes anti-choice vote

P denotes vote of present

A denotes absent or did not vote*
S

Speaker may exercise discretion
not to vote

—

member not eligible to vote

n/a voting score not applicable

* Total score may reflect past vote or
confirmed position on issue.
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